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RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET 11:  GRAY WHALES COUNT 

GWC-1 Discussion of the various marine mammals expected to occur both 1 
seasonally and year-round within the Channel is contained in Section 2 
4.5, Biological Resources. Additional information regarding the 2006 3 
gray whale counts off Coal Oil Point has been added to the text of this 4 
section.  5 

GWC-2 Impacts to marine mammals and sea turtles resulting from increases in 6 
vessel traffic are considered potentially significant. They are addressed 7 
in Impact BIO-5.  Implementation of MM BIO-5a will minimize the risk of 8 
marine mammal and turtle encounters and collisions with the barge and 9 
supply vessels; however, impacts to marine mammals and turtles from 10 
marine traffic will still remain significant.  11 

Although the frequency of an oil spill, due to additional barge traffic, 12 
would increase for the proposed Project, spill volumes would remain the 13 
same. Impacts to marine biota, including gray whales and other marine 14 
mammals that could result from an oil spill are considered significant, 15 
and are addressed in Impact BIO-1. 16 


